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/  BRAND
’ November 15/60 -

On August 5/60, at 7 a.m., Brand msde contact with Emilio Rodrigusz. Brand
told E.R. that he wanted to see Amparo (Plinio's wife), in order to dsbrief her
on the actual situation of OA's groups. That same afternoon Brand saw Amnaro, '
Amparo informed Brand of all the arrssts that had taker place after Plinio's
escans from El Escambray. In regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo told Zrand

" that Efran Rodriguez, member of the Exacutive Commitee of the OA,was in a safe
house in Havana, and was the man who could brisf Brand on @A's situation.

On August 6/60, Brand saw Efresn Rodriguez. Zfren informed Brand that, on

“account of Abay and Pensla's asylum st the Embassy of Brasil, coantacts had baen
lost with the action groups of OA. Efren vas completely out of monsy. Brand gave
him $1%0,00 and instructed him to escaollsh contact with OA's action groupss Lir

- ngreed to do this. ‘ _

Brand had to remain in his safe house for the next ten days, becauss no glus
or moustaches had bzen sent to him, and he had no materials for his disguise.
Meanwhile, Plinlo had arrived to Havana, and had established conbact with Efren
and other members of the underground. '

Emilio Rodriguez gave Brand a man to be used as a driver or as . a cut—out
This man is named Montes. After receiving ths dlsvulse matvrlals, Brand establis
contact with uesus Iglesias, former member of Triple A, and Brand's fellow consp
for nmany years, Llglesias owned a 70 £t. yacht. Brdﬁd asked Iglesia's help to use
his yacht to swmuggle wempons into’ Cuba. Iglesias was in very low spirits. He sai

that it was useless for the cubaus to fight Fidel, sinces Fidel had a powesrful ba
'from the Soviet Union, and that unless the U.5. decided to do something about it
our efforts were doomed to failure. In short, Iglesias refused to hslp, -

Next, Brand established contact with Cesar Lanc1s Bravo. Cesar agresed to help
Brand instructed Cesar to start looking for D.Zs. and L. 23, Besides, Cesar was t
start organizing laborers in the dizfferent Unions, and fo try to gather informat

s

~

frown all of them. Cesar also voluntspred to maks contacts with policemen in the
patrol cars, in order to find out th codes they were using in their radio
communications. He -also promissd to start a search for safe houses and store hou
end to start checking Fidel throuzgh the members of the Sindicato Gastronomico. I
that first meeting, Brand gave Cgaar\on' thousand pesos, to bz usad for expenses
for the renting of houses. - _ i " _ o ’
Next, Brand msd®contact with Benito Fernandez. Benito said that he was'eager>
hely and that all of us had to zive dur best to ovearcome our couvnvy's situation
Benito offered his efforis to try fovand D,Zs8. and L.Zs° Besides - he voluntesre
to do some recruiting. Benito 1rform5d Brand that he Had an action group of abou
fifteen men, already armed. (’ A S ‘ N
Contact was made with Dr, Helio Nirdo Basz. Nardo informsd Brand- that he had
already heen aproached by veople frop MRR and By Lomberto Diaz, acting ths latte
as renresept&tive from Tony Varona's| group: Nardo had refused to work with them.
Brand asked Hardo to take care of tht Province of Finar del Rio as a lzadsr of a
new undagground group, of wnich he wis gzoing Lo be one of the leadsrs. Nardo azr
to this, and promised to start lookinzg for D.Zs. and L.Zs.. and also promissd i«
take care of the recruiting of pcnpu‘in the Province of Pinar del Rio. He mentio
that he had a frisnd who had besn a lisutsanent in the rebel army, and who had gu
iis position because of the communist tendencies of the Go¥ernment. He told Eran
hat this ex-1lzutensnt could becomela valuabls mssst if won tb our sides He sal

h% wWes rolng fO 't.rr to bA1Y17 this man to talk with Brand. By oy e
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-+ At the first meeting with Zenito Fernandez, Erand also saw Nelson Izlesins, :
University student, and son of Jesus Iglesias. Brand instructed Lelson to start
making some recruitings at ths University. Brand also instructed Nelson Iglesia
to make the necessary arrangements so Brand could havs a meeting with Joss Ferm
Planas and Eddy Crews, members of the Catholic Youth, students at the Universit.
Hevana and membsrs ot MRR (Artime's faction). Brand gave Nelason one hundred pesc
for expenses.

A weesk after their first mseting, Brand saw Cesar Lancis again. Cesar said +t
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had been making some contactswith different unions. He also sxplained that wp t

that tims he had besn working with Tony Varona's groupy named "Rsscate", He eXp:

his concern gbout the double role he was playing, working with Rescats at the 3:

time that he/#B3%king with Brand. Lancis said that in due courss he could bring |
friends in Rescate to Brand's organization. Brand said that a veesk had elapsed. :
no results had been attainsd and that he wanted results. lancis said that hs wa
going to have results for ths next mesting, v : o :

Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a mesting with Joss Fernandez Planas and
Eddy Crews. The mseting took place at Fernandsz Plsva's howe in Vedado, Havana.
Brand asked Fernandez Plana's help in order to get DeZs. and L.Zs, and safe -hot
Though Fernandez Planas agresd to help, he was a little bit reluctant becauss of
connactions with MAR, He said he was going to. talk things over with his friends

. promised to give ms an answer in a few days. Nevertheless, he accepted four hunc
pesos to be usad in the renting of safe housea., Brand alse asked about the posaj
of creating some disturbances at Havana University on the 30th of September,
amiversary of Trejo's desth.They said their chances were slight, because they
could not burn the people they had at the University in that kind of action, He
sald that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushsd by the
communists and militia, already well trainesd, esquipped and organized,

In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brought along a man by the names of
Franzisco Robayma Domingusz, ex~-1isutensnt of the Rebal Army. Robayna had: been a
nember of the American Army, at Fort Dix, New Jerasy, He had been to Europe as a
member of the American Army. He dessrted. to go to Cuba and join ths forces fight
Batista. He bscame a member of Faure Cron's gusrrillas in the mountains of Las
Villas, Robayna said that hs was willing to join Mardo and EBrand's efforts. He s
that he had already been working in the recruiting of people. He asaured Brand t
he could count-with a force of 150 men. He also said that he was going to get D,
Robayna vas to work under the orders of Nardo. S '

In his next mesting with Brand, Fernandez Planas returned the four hundred ce
he had previously received. He ssid he could not take care of the reniing of saf
housss, because thes people they could uss for that, were needed at the MRR, Neve
gince Brand had promised him weapons, he said he would Leen trying to get D
LeZs. He said he wanted to ses Brand again. . . .

Benito Ferrandez saw Brand agzain. He said that he had talked with his brother
who had been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba. He had also telked with Luis Caasro Gu
who had also been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba, They both promised him to start
ssarching for DeZs, and L,Z3, in the southern coast of the Province of Orient8.

Srand also saw Nelson Iglesias again.. He said it had besn difficult to rserw
people at the University, bscause everyona ssemed to belong already to one organ:
or another, Nevertheless, he saild, he had a grouo of arourd ten students who war

willing to work with him, though soms of them already belonged to Rescats. He ha

in contact with a boy named Solis, who was heading Rescate's group at the Univer:

Ly
063,

o dround these days, Jos, a m=mber of the Company wnom Brand had met in Hashing:
Fpiv came to visit Brand at Erand’s safehouse. Hs ‘seid that they vieren'!

L B

t intereasted
romised to

anymore in getting psoplzs out of Cubas to be properly trained. He
Erand soms contacts which would help Brand in his activitiecs.

NV 65924 Doch¥§§§ﬂﬁ§§§dP§ﬁ@§? mades soms contacts which will be referred to in dus course,
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to see Plin inio also had been
Awoaro knew ebout one of Brand's safehouses. She came ona da
Plinio nesded to ses him. Next day, EBrand vent to ses Plinio.
Brand also met & man named Juan Mendez, also known as seorze th )
Casanova. Mendez was the head of o group named MAR (Movimiento Anti
cionario). Plinio told Brand of his efforts and how pleased he was w t
thirgs wers going on. Plinio also talked about.his plans for the inmsdiats futu
end ths meetings hes was expe@ting %o have in the days to comsz. In return, Brand

Srand had been asking
£
4

tne

o
oy

hat he was also pleassdwith the vay things were developing.

In his next meeting with Brand, Hobayna brought a map pointing out a D.Z. Th
was the first D.Z. that Brand zot. Brand gave Robayra a lensatic compass so Rob
could give the exact location of the next D.Zs. he was trying to get.lobayna wa
full of enthusiasm with the outcome of his efforts. All his wen were anxious +o
into battle. Robayna gave Brand an esiimate of the weapons he needed for his 15
That list of weanons was given to the Company in Havana. Robayna also informed .
that in the Province of Pinar del Rio, a majority of the population was in favo;
an uprising against Castro., . _ ' A ' :

—--= It should be said by now that all the meetingsheld by Brand were reported t¢
the Company in Havana, almost inmsdiately after they took place, Brand had besn
instructed in Washington to give a Yrevort each week, dactually, renorts were ziv:
in many oc@sions twice and thrice a wesk, ~m—e o

By this time, Brand had met with Tfren Rodrizuez in several occasions.. Efren
‘Rodriguez was contacting and organizing action groups to be used in Havana, in t
Bity as well as in ths Provines. A man by the name of Rutilio Ramos had been cor
by him. This men was to lead the men we were planning to use in an attempt agair
Fidel's life. &fren Rodriguez hed slso met vsople who gave him detalled informal

on the Government forces in Isle of Pines. Rutilio Ramos also made some reports
this. Contacts wers made by Efren Rodriguez with action groups .in Ssn Jose de La
Lajas, : e g .
Joe sent Brand soms instructions that enabled Brand to make contact with a wma
named Alberto Jorge Losada Fernandez, who worked at the Compania de Electricidad
This Losada was one of the leaders of an organization called "Resistencia Agramo
Though they hads men all eround the island, their m#in force seemed to bs in the
Province of Pinar del Rio. And what seemed most lmportant of all, they had a gro

of fifty m2n already in the mountains in Pinar del Rio, in:a place nams=d Rio Fon

In the first meeting with Losada, Brand gave him 500 vesos to be ussd in the
purchase of supplies for the men already in the mountains. Brand also instructed
Losada to try to organize groups-at the Compania de BElectricidad., Theas groups wi
to bs used in sabotage atthe Electric Company. Losada agreed to send word te the
loader of the groun at the mountains to come to Havana to have neeting with Br:
Losada also sgreed to try to find some DuZ5. or L.Zs.~From that day on, Losada
the meetings with Brand would take place in two houses he indicated, and which
Brand promptly aposroved. ' o : . ,

Jos sent Brand soms instructions that enabled Brand to make contact with a .uma:
named Vidal Morales, who was to provide the goons that were promised to Brand by
Jim Bowdin. Brand instructed Vidal to organize his wmen and have them ready for
actlon to be used when required. Brand also instructed Vidal to start chescking
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, a wall known communist, and also to give all the informs
he could gather about the top communists:in Cuba. Vidal agreed to this.

In a meeting with Losada, he informed Brand that the leader of the group at
Rio Hondo, a man by the nams of Lazaro Santos Abreu, had besn killed in his way t
Havana to see Brand. Brand then told Losada to meke arrangemsnis so Brand could
have a meeting with the man who: had substituted Lazaro Santos, ‘ .

NW 65924 Docld:325560093 Pagetg mesting with Cesar Lancis and Losada, so both men would gst in tou
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instructed Losada not to talk with Lancis about 1
to talk with Lancis only about the leborers at th
vanted Lancis to organize the labor section of Cuba Libre. , .

In his next mseting with Brand, Lancis refused to have anything to do with )
Be gave Brand & writien report about Losada and Losada's brother, also workin
Electric Company. The report said that Losada had bsen a well known batistiano,
that he had been suspected of being an informer for Batista's security forces,
report also said that Losada was susnszcted of being rye The same report st
that Losada's brother was a druz addict and a "pusher?®. Brand:then a3ked:Lancic
there were any doubts about Losada's attitude against the present Cuban Govsrm
Lancis said thet Losada and his brother were considered Fidel's enemias, withoy
question. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ot the army, named Manual ¢
Jesus Hernandez, had been commisionsd by Lancis to establish a net of informars
Lancis also said that hs had received ssveral thousand p2508 from Rescats and +
he was willinz to return- the thousand pesos that Brand had given him, To this
Brand answared nothing. ' :

he pso
&

- .
Arcund the ﬁﬁiibehﬁh;cﬁ’ssptember, Brand thought he had noticed certain.unu
s where Brand's safehouss was located. Ons day, a
when Brand was entering the building, he heard s man asking about the people wh
i ng. This confirmed Brand's susoicions than
eft the building and never cspe back. It w
» throuzh Augusto Casawayory, the m
nnant of the penthouss,who lived in
of Brand's apartment, had been ths victim of snextortion. This had besn the uma
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something wrong was going on. Brand
- until thres wesks later that Brand f
who had provided the safe house, that a %
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‘atmosphere that Brand had noticed around building, becauss that tennant had:
under survelllancs by the people who submitted him to extortion. '
Brand went to live for.soms days at Juan Mendez's plades At this safehouse,

et a man named Jorgc'Esaino, who vorked with Mendez at MAR., Brand put YEspino i
ontact with Nardo, so Zspino's people in Pinar del Rio woildd work under the guic
£ Robayna, Espino’s military chief in Pinar del Rio was a young man by the name
Darrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced hin to Robayna. From then on, Barrios

ty O

.

in contact with Robayna, and working under his command,

I

Around thsss days, Brand hesrd that Mendez was going to have an interview wit
Priest named Las Heras. Brand went to that meeting and asked this priest to go t
Artemisa, in the Province of Pinar dsl Rio, and contact Nardo, so he would provi
Nardo with all the help that the priesthood could afford to give in the provincs
Pinar del Rio. Brand saws Nardo and arrangemsnts were made in such s way . that Ng
did see Father Las Heras, From then on, 1t was their busihesas %o keep in touch.
At the mseting with Father Las Feras, Brand met a physician nsmed Dr. Leon Lswmus

, identified himsalf as g delegate from Crganizacion Occidental 4nticomunista (oA
4 few days later, Brand introducesd Nardo to Dr. Leon Lenus, so Leon would help N
in the Province of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Lzmus to Robay
O0A's military chief in the Province of Pinar del Rio was a young wan named Cruz
This Oruz Blanco was introducsd to Robayma by Leon Lemus, From then on, Cruz Blas
Wwas to work under the orders of Robayma. It is on account of all thess contacts
were given to Robsyna, that in the last message that Robayna sent %o Brand throu
lardo, he claimsd to have six hundred men undsr his command. And hs said
Vas a conssrvative figurs. Nardo commesntad that in order to make this 7
conservative, he would say that Rebayna had fiva hundred men under his
figure is accepted by Brand as good, '

NV 65924 Docld:32356992 Page 5



By the Tirst days of September Brand had met Dr. Rodol®s Henricuez Lzuranzon,
a well known Cuban dentist., This dentist lent his house many times so that it cc
be used for Brand's meetings with Benito Fernendez. Brand also used Henriquez az
treasurer. Whenever Brand received money from the Company, he took it to Henriqu
.in order tc avoid a heavy loss of money if Brand was captured, In ons of the mee
with Benito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Joss Caba¥™F, who hsed been a stogckr
at the Cooperativa de Omnibus Aliados, This Cabafas had hundreds of friends aZor
drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Cabafas promised to get safehouses g
storehouses. He also promised to organizs groups among the driversz and conductor
Havana. He also said that he was gzoing to give Brand a driver. Brand gave Cabafs
620 pesos, ' ~ : '

A Tew days later Brand met Luis Alvarez, a formsr bus d
became Brand's driver. This Luis Alvarez had besen recommen
be a courageous, dedicated and faithful companione : N

In a new mseting with Joss Fernandez Planas, Brand met a young physician know
Anselmo. In this meeting they said they had found a D.Z. and that they were goin

1
ded
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give Brand a map pointing out the exact location of the place. They asked which
weapons could Brand provids. Brand mentionsd all the weapons he heshad bessn nrom

and commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fiftesn days afi
the map had reached his hands, The boys promised to give the map in short notice
Thas2 boys also wanted to establish contact with Srand's people in Pinar del Rio
Some days later Brand recasived a very detalled map of a L.Z. in the southern
‘coast of the Province of Pinar del Rio. It was sent to the Company right away.
By this time Robaynas had sent Brand the location of another D,Z. By then ., R
kept asking about the weavons, and he kept saying that his men were anxious to r
the equipment and start Fighting. - :
Through Emilio Rodriguez Brand mst an American known as ¥illiam Webster., This
was to put Brend in contact with a group of a friend of Brand who had gone to ML
named Mario Massip. Through Webster, Brand met a man already known to him for wman
years. This man's name is Simon Yabre. Simon Yabre was to put Brand in contact w
Fario Massip's group. By this time Brand had bescome a little bit uneasy about th
lack of news from Jim Bowdin, and kept asking HEmilio Rodriguez about the deliver
of weapons. Limilio Rodrigusz always answsred that he knew rothing about it, that
always delivered wy reports but could not tell me what the policies of the Compa
were in that respsct, - . ' . ' S
~ Through Webster, Brand made contact with
5ilvio de Cardenas. Silvio de Cardenas said that he was one of the lesders of a ;
headed by Jose Ignacio Rivero and Antonio Rubio Padilla. He said, and Brand beli.
to be the exact truth, that they had connsctions along the whole island with wel!
known and respected p=ople. That they could provide fincds and transportation, A
they wanted was weapons and guidance. Brand promisad both. Through the Company,
- days later, Silvic de Cardenas provided two D.Zs. Erand met 3ilvio de Cardenas £
. five times more. Cardenas gavs a list of the weapons his friends needed. Brand c
himself to deliver the weapons in due courss, ” '

a vealthy and very well known duban ;

One day Brand got word that there was going to be a meeting at Pliniols
Pzople from the Front-were supposed to zo to that meeting. Erand was

Brand sent word saying he saw no reason why:he had to §o that T
insisted on Brand's attendancd. Brand went to the meeting. There h
Efren Rodriguez, Jorge Espino, Francisco Santiago, Juan Mendez an
g2t to coordinate the CA and the Front's efforts to help Plir
It was established also that Brand would coordinate his men in Pina
~the men ths Front could provide, ‘

h= mountains,
del Rio witl

told EBrand that he had besn train=d in sabotage and-
organized in the City and Province of Hevana. Brand %
. o Wweapons and sabotags and inc=ndiary materials would be
NUVﬁﬁBE%;Ducﬁhﬁﬁ3ﬁﬁﬁﬁopﬁgﬂiio keep thelr men orzanized and readv

i

L
——

wnen req



By this tiwe, Brand had met a man known as Roberto Alvarez, who had a red je
and whe said he had besen tral ed in intelligencs work, and that he had been in
for several years. This man was introduced to Brand by Emilio Rodriguez. Robsr:
was to help Brand in anything Brand would require of him. Erand found that Robs
was available only after 5 pem. and on Saturdays and Sundays. Brand faund this
Alvarez to be a sensible, educated and calmsd individual. Brand told this wan t
he would fimd something for him to do.

Csbafas had given by now four safechouses, Thess safehouses wers already inhag
but tihe families living there wers to receive anyone in needdof a safehouse, Ir
of those housss Brand lived for two weeks, Anothar of those houses was used aas
safehouss for meetings. . : . » ; .

Through Cabanas and Benito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Oscar Rodrisuez.
-This man claimed to be one of the leadsrs of an organizations in the Province ¢
Oriente. They were willing to work provided they were supplied with w=avons. Br

found the man to be honest, but dumb and unaxpsrienced. Nemertheless, Brand ins
~— this man to keesp in toucn with uabaﬂas.
By this time, Brand had become a little bit unsasy ‘about his di sgu;se, During

e |
perambulations around town, Brand h&d met by chance with many old friends. Nens
them recognized drand. Ons day, however, a boy named Nodal, membasr of Triple A,
saw Srand in a drugstors and recognized him.. Yhen Braad. went out, Brand noticad
thet two men in a car were watching him, Th= car went around uhs b ock and star
to follow.Brand. When the car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and
member of Triple A. Silvio called Brand and insisted on bar1n~ :
Brand was riad to sse how 1rresponolb;« and indiscreet theses fellowa were. Brand
them an appointmsnt, but Brand didn't atiend to 1t. Brand had become uneasy abo
the disguiss bescauss, although B,was using a second hairpiecs, 1%t looked awfull
bad, and many friends had warned Brand that the hairpiecs 1oo<ed a files from a m
afar, They also sald that the moustache looked too dark, Brand'’s conclusion abo
this is what follows:lﬂhe disguise was very good, but hairpieCes; don’t last lon
in Cuba's climats, If one wears them daily, as Brand did, ihey are net good for
more than twelve or fifteen days, 2) The disguiss was Uood ‘a3 Yohz as it msds B
a different man, but it was bad because it hai too distinctive featurss, That i
that if the police radioad a description of a man with verv dark hair, very dar
moustachs, and a pvair of somehow unusual glasses, it is gurs oneugn that Brand
going to be caught, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is.ie wear a disguiss f
a long period of time, this diszuise should not have d;obLQCthG Teaturess. It
be difficult to descrlbc the man in disguise, This is why from ths vary first d
in September Brand kept asking Jim to send Karl to Cubm. Brand wanted to be .dis
in a different way. Another thingz about disguisea: the verson.in disgulse shoul
always have enough materials at hand.In many occasionssthe replacementis for mou
took too long %o arrive to Cuba. The last ten moustaghss were rsczived in very
shape and were so bad that Brand thought they had not been mads by Karl, or tha
Karl had made them in a hurry,.

By thia time Brand had already meb harlo Escolto a known conspirator and old
risnd of Brand. Escoto was Aureliano's representative in Cuba, and- the man-in
charge of Triple A, Sraand offered weapons to Escoto, provided Zscoto gave D.Z
Escoto said he had to consult this with Aureliano, but neverthzlsss, hé said
vas golng teo send Brand a man with the sxact location. of a D.Z. Brznd also offi

19 1
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dscoto any money he wizght ns=d, but Zscoto 331id he didn'% nesd monay. {e inm
Al

ooy

"y

at he had besn provided with all the nonsy he nesded for his activities,
By this tims, Brand had notified the Company that all his men were to work v
the name of "Cuba Libre", and that this “r"anization vas going to be ledFTY

Benito Ternandez, Jose Caoanaa, Helio hardo’ AlTr do:I"aguirre, and Brafdu
WW 65924 Docld:32356993 Page? ' ST B .



ouzh Vidal Morales, Brand met a msn named Jai
lesders at the Union Vinatera Nacional, an a
saw Gowila thres times. Gomila offered to gzet
¢ Treasury (Subsecrstario de Hacienda), Dr. Israsl
d get the defsction of one of the members of the
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rems Court, whos
23 not remembar now. Gomila also said. uoml 1so mads contact
of ths Army, stationed in Santiago, named Quintana Mena. This captawn had
of the G-2 and he wantsd to cooperate with the forces fighting Clastro. Ir
ructed Gomila to zet intsllizence reports from this Oaptaln, and also from
scretario de Hacienda and from the Member of tie Supreme Court. Gomila went
ago de Cuba to see the Daptain, butl Brand dozs not know the oucoms of their
ng, bscauss Brand didn 't see Gomila azaine :
ne day Brand went to Fernandez Plana's house to have a meeting with the milita
_chief of the Fror{in the Province of Pinar de=) Rio. Brand feli-hs had noticsd soms
surveillance around the placs. When Brand told this to Fernandez Plana and his fri
they adopted a somswhat we-don't-bslieve-in-ghosts attitude. They told Brand that
viere zoing to ses ths man from Pinar del Rio in a different place. They offered
transportation fm» Brand. Brand went with Anselmo, whose car was parked in front o
Fernandez Plana's house. After Anselwo had been driving for a while, EBrand asksd h
i® he was looking through the rear mirror, to sees if they had been followed. A feow
sconds after this remark, Anselwo said that a car wes after them., Brard therdinstr
selmo not to Zo to the meeting place., They began ur1v1nf around town, and the ca
ept after them. Finally they went to Calixto Garcia's Hospital. Brand went into a
building, took off his moustache and zlasses and went out by the same door he had
to coms in. The men vwho had been following them were there, but it seems they didn
recognized Brand, who walked away. . .

‘Around these days, while Brand was goinz to a meeting, he saw in the strests an
friend of his, Pancho Varona, a fellow conspirator against Batisim., Brand in¥itad
toscoms into the car. They talked for a few nminutes and set a date and place for a
meeting. Three days after that, Varona met Brand. Varona informed Erand that a few
days before an airplane had dropped eqguipmsnt at ZL Escawbray, and that ths eguipn
hed been caught by Fidel's forcss. Brand asked some D.,Zs. from Varona., Varons pron
to get them, but he looked guits skeptical about many things. 3rand told him,

The next tims Brand saw Benito Ferrandez, he said that Plinio's mother had visi
him, guite nervous, saying that his son had been captured at Il Hscambray. Benito
her that that was not true.

Prior to this meeting, Benito fornandez had introduced "to Bran ty friends of
iden
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samad Enrigue Barroso, snd another young man by the names of Cruz huy
hem

P

selves as friends of Nino Diaz. Brand offered them hulp, and askﬂg them to coo
their efforts with Brand in the province of Pinar del Rio., They said that they ha
talk those things with Nino Diaz before muking any definite arrangement, They sai
Cruz was going to Miami to see Nino Diam, They wanted Brand to establish bona fid
Nino Diaz so hiai= wmight trust Brand. Brand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin, asking him
establish Brand's bona fide with Nino Disz, Many days passed by, and Brand Was, no
able to continue negotiations, because no snswer ever camz Irom Jim Eowdin or any
menter of the Company. Prior %o this mesting with Barroso snd Cruz, Brand had had
a first mesating with Barroso. Berito Fernandez knaw that Barroso and Cruz had man
hiddsn weapons in Havana. '
Through Losada, Brand mest a ‘man namsd Juan Tabranss. This man mauranﬁs i

e
o4
&

the leaders of"Resistencia Agramonte". Losada'had informsd him of hi g
Brand. He sald that in order to get a Llnal sresmsnt with "Cuba lere' he hat~k
b4

1
i

Hhamars,

.
nform & man named Rossel, who is living in the United States. Tabranes looked wi
Y + ¢ bepan, creemsnt with Srand. :
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By this time, Brand has received information through Cabanas of the freguent ¢
of Raul Raul Casiro to the Habassy of Checoeslovaquia. Ye iried but could not ren
house acroos the street. Brand had instructed Robarto Alvarez to makes g plan for
casing of ths place and also for the killing. The hands of the proffessional coul
seen in the instructions given by Robasrto Alvarez. At lasi, we got word that Rau
Castro was going to live in Oriente, and since ve were not aﬁ%h to rent the houss
the plan was droppeds

In his last mesting with Brand, Cesar Lancis had informed him of the possibili
of killing Fidel at the National Hotcl, where he used to go to have dinner witn t
smploye=s. This was also told to Roberto Alvarez, who began thinking about plans.
regarding the National Hotel and Pekin Restaurant.

Rumors bagan to:spread around town that Plinio had beean captured somewhere nea

Bl Escambray mountains. ' : :
Jeanwa*le, Cabafias had sesn Brand several times, and had informed him ot the
recrultlngs he had made for Cuba.Libre among the drlvers and conductors of Coopera
de Cmnibus Aliados. . T _ : i,
Finally, the newspapers in town publishsd soms vnicturss of Plinio Prieto after }
capture near El Escambray. The summary irials b gan. The day befors the execution,
is, the 1lth of October, Emilio Rodriguez came to see Zrand. He informed Brand thaf
Juan Mendez' and some other groups were going to start shooting around town in orde:
.proves the Govsrmment that the Cuban Pzople was against the executions, and on the :
of the rebesls. Emilio Rodrigusz asked Brand how many men could he give to start she
around town., Brand answered that he had no men available for that. Zmilio Rodrigzue:
asksd if Brand had any men available to try to rescue Plinio. Brand ansered that he
could give armed men for that purposs, Emilio Rodrigusz also asked ebout Brand's
possibilities in men to help in an attempt against Fidel's life at Mulgoba. Brand
answered that hs could glve armed wen for that action.The "we-must-do-something" at
("tenemos gue hacer algzo"), is the worst thing that can happen in a conspiracy. Whs
Brand realized that all the leaders in the different zroups wanted to start shootir
without plans or any aeflnluevpurposm, Brand began to have sbtrong doubts about the
seriousness or coordination of the efforts that Were undesr way. L
After Plinlo's execution, morals came to an all tims low. Brand 1ns»ruct°a Ca
Lo start sabotage on the bussss in Havana. Brand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin insis
th
g,

—

ba
i
on the urgency of receiving incendiary and demolition materials, No answer. In
between the 17th and the 24th of October, more than one hundred busses were damag
- Hovana by pouring starch or emsry in the radiators. ’

Benito Fernandez had informsd Brand that Guido Gonzalez Bus»amantc had seen.Beni
and had inguired about Brand's whereabouts. Benito said that Brand was out of Cuba.
Guido then said that Miguel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Srand and presently
olding a high position at the Ministerio de Jobernacion, had informed Guido that &
was 1in Havana, under disguise, and offering money and weapons te different underzre
organizations. Isa's son in law, named Nelson Barroso, was a member of the Judicial
Polics in Cubs. o ‘ A

Meanwhile, Naflo Alonso, formsr meambar of -
in the Province of Pinar del Rioyhad sent o me
Ngrdo, Alonso. Jald’ Lt is & shame that vou r
have permwttea 257 BE deceived by the man of t
answered saying that he had known the man of
man never tried to deceive anyon v :

Brand had nsver contac»ad or »ent messages either to Nafio Alonso or to Migusl I=
resneds .

One afteornoon, around the 16th of October, while Brand-was in a car driven by
Fifa Portugsl, & woman emaloy~e of the Electric Company, Brand noticed that thres

policeren in a patrol car were insistently staring at him. The patrol car went shead
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e Army, and present membar of the Fro
3s3age to Dr. Nardos. In. that message t
Tused to work with us at the Front, s
¢ hairpiecs and the dyed moustach¢
he hairpisce for many years, and uhat

ot 3T O

0
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iooked at 3Brand and soepded up the car aound ths blocke Before thsy could
Brand, Brand had entered into his safehouse, at Hotel Vista Al Mar, ' _
Mext day, Brand went to ons of Lia safehouses to try to make an appointment witl

Bmilio Rodriguez. This safehouse was very well located, but Brand never liked the
P way in which Mente, a cuban employee of the Compdily, had built up the cover for ihs
agfehouse. “hen Brand reached this aoartment, he found that it had beszn sealed by
the JOfmrnm*nt, a2s it had been done with hundreds of empti-apariments in ths city.
That didn't prove anything, except that the cover had not been well built Upa

Brand made an appointment with Emilio Rodriguez. Both started walking around the
city fer about two hours. Brand told Emilio fba* he had decided to dLscontlnue opal
and come to Washington to see Jim Bowdin. Co .

Brand then went to ses Alfredo Iza~u1rre, and stayed at his place for a waek. Ix

the m=antims, and through lza"uL:rc s friend$gat ths Embassy, Brand sent a flash to
‘ Jim Bowdin, informig him of Brand's daﬂlalon to discontinus ov2rations. At the end.
of that wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returned home onz night quite uaset and told Brand
that it was bntter for him to go te live somewhare elas, _

Through Benito Fernandez, Brand made contact with a very well known phyéician ni
Dre Bernardo Milanes., Though Brand had decided to discentinue opsrations, he recrud
Dr. Milanes, who was willing to bringzaigroup of abouu 30 of his fellow physicians.
to work with Cuba Libre. . _ .

But then, Benito Fornandez « came to ses Brand and told him that Nino Diaz wad in
Santiago, making contacts with differsnt groups. Since Brand had been told by Alfre
Izazguirrs that he, Izaguirrs, had been approached by Major humberto Sori ha:;n, vihe
’Tﬁfﬁ§§§ﬁtb have thres other majors willing to revolt &5&lnSb ihe Government, Brand

ecided- 1nmed1ately to go to Oriente and try to put Nino Diaz in contact with Sori
4_31}/', Ma“ n, becauss Sori Marin had also stated tkau he had\ipo uwen, and that he could

Ty ‘control 14 ldlometers o the southern coast in Oriente. Brand want to see Izaguirrs
and ask5E~FEEﬂj§§;§¥§EﬁF”TH'ESB:§EE‘ul,n oofl Marin and tell him that Brand wanted
ses him, cither in Havana or in Criente ®TZazuirre then told Brand, guite bluntly,
that his friends at the Embassy didn't know Nbo Brand was, and had advimed him %o
discontinue his contacts with Brand uniil they could find out who Bran was. Braad
left Izaguirre's house in a rage. Ten days had Vlapsed from the day Brand sant the

lash to Jim Bowdin, and, nevertnelees, Izaguirre's friends at the Embassy didn‘t_
know ahd had not bsen sbls to find out, who Brand was.

Brand then went to ses Emilio Rodriguez to inguire abouu the Comnany g pr*p&rat
to take Brand out of th= country. E.Ri sald that he naa not receivad an answar on
tut that they, the people from the uomnanj, had sent Lk 5000 DEesosSs

Benito Fernandez brouzht Brand a very detailed map pointing out a DoZ..at or ne
La uooAtnalora, in the northern coast of Pinar del Rio, The map was sent to the
Company right away. Cabaflas informed Brand that steps had bven taken To produce
sabotage at the main Cigar Factories in Havana. : : ;

Brand then saw Nardo for the last time, Nardo was h1Whly Uleasad with thv way
things wers going on in the Province ef Pinar del Rio, though he informsd Brand the
Robayna was in despalr because hs had not r»cc1ved th# weapons that had been proumi:

to him. : i .. :

Contact vere wmade by Brand which vbntua71y produced 1 is de pa ture from t“e i
] country.
|

A%

By this time, ths halrplnce looked dwfully bad, Al sost no glue was left, and

. th
L ¢ moustaches that had been sent to Brand had each hair vointing in a differsn
direction. )
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